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FIVE YEARS AGO, A DEDICATED group of 

enthusiasts came together with a shared vision:  

to honor and celebrate the extraordinary life,  

groundbreaking innovations and profound global 

impact of Albert Kahn. Today, we look back with  

pride at what we’ve achieved together — and  

forward with great anticipation for what’s to come.

       Since its inception, the Albert Kahn Legacy  

Foundation’s growing membership and wide  

community of friends have deepened their  

appreciation and understanding of Kahn’s iconic  

designs, innovative structures and pioneering ideas.  

      Our journey has been characterized by the  

steady participation of our members and friends 

 in a diverse array of events and initiatives, each 

designed to bring Kahn’s genius to life. 

      They’ve included:

• “Albert Kahn: Innovation and Influence on 20th
Century Architecture” Museum Exhibit —In 2022, our

collaboration with the Detroit Historical Museum brought

Kahn's profound impact to a wider audience. This special

exhibit, which won a State History Award, highlighted his

influence on European modernists and displayed his novel

designs for factories, office buildings and civic structures

with blueprints, photographs and architectural models. 

• The Albert Kahn Sonata — This evocative piano solo and

accompanying short film, composed by Dr. Michael Kropf and 

created by John Mark Hanson, captivated a sold-out audience 

in the magnificent Fisher Building lobby. The evening provided

a sonic testament to the visual power of Kahn's designs.

Celebrating Our First 
Five Years

(Top) On display at the 
Detroit Historical Museum 
was our exhibit “Albert Kahn: 
Innovation and Influence on 
20th Century Architecture,” 
which highlighted Kahn’s 
landmark architectural 
concepts. (Left) The  
magnificent lobby of the 
Fisher Building was the  
site of a sold-out concert 
for the debut performance 
of The Kahn Sonata, 
performed by Dr. Forrest 
Howell, with accompanying 
thematic film. 

A steady participation in a diverse array of events 
and activities designed to bring Kahn’s genius to life.
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• Albert Kahn Bus Tours — In partnership with Detroit

History Tours, we’ve hosted countless members and

friends on insightful journeys in and around the Motor City, 

exploring Kahn’s enduring designs from Cadillac Place to

the monumental Rouge Plant.

• New Center & Milwaukee Junction Walking Tours —

Guided by Detroit historian and Foundation board member 

Jacob Jones, these popular excursions highlight Midtown’s 

jewels, including Fisher Building, Ford Piquette Plant,  

Taubman Design Center and the Albert Kahn Building.

• “Send More Sketches” Presentation — Author and 

historian Chris Meister transported participants back to 

the 1890-91 European adventures of a young Albert Kahn, 

recounting his formative experiences as a “traveling scholar.” 

• Behind-the-Scenes Tour of Ford Piquette Plant —

Automotive industry historian Mike Skinner guided  

participants through this early 20th-century Kahn-designed 

factory, revealing its storied past as the birthplace of the 

mass-produced Model T.  

• “Detroit-Moscow-Detroit: An Architecture for 
Industrialization” Book Lecture — Presented in-person

and online, the program told the remarkable story of

hundreds of American technicians, including Albert Kahn

and his firm, who collaborated with their Russian coun-

terparts in the 1920s and 30s to realize Stalin’s ambitious

industrialization program. 

• Albert Kahn Associates Book Lecture and
Reception — Held at the Cranbrook Art Museum, this

multi-speaker event offered diverse perspectives from

the authors of the first comprehensive history of the

130-year-old Kahn architectural firm.

• Kahn-Related Lectures & Webinars — In addition, the

Foundation has hosted numerous lectures and webinars.

      So far, our journey has been a testament to the enduring 

popularity of Kahn’s body of work and the passion of those 

dedicated to preserving his memory. As we look ahead, we’re 

optimistic for a future where Kahn’s monumental contributions 

will continue to enlighten, inspire and educate new generations, 

solidifying his rightful place as one of the most influential  

architects in history. 

(Above) Hundreds of participants  
have enjoyed our guided walking tours 
including including Detroit’s burgeon-
ing Milwaukee Junction district.  
Chris Meister (Right and Below) 
transported his audience back to the 
late 19th Century with his recounting of 
Albert Kahn’s drawing tour of Europe 
with his “Send More Sketches” lecture 
and image exhibit. 
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Additional walking tours included: 
(Clockwise from top) the Fisher Building 
and the historic Ford Piquette Avenue 

plant. (Left) The Foundation has  
presented a series of  book lectures, 
including “Detroit-Moscow-Detroit”  
(an exploration of the firm’s 1930s  
Russian foray to design and construct 
hundreds of manufacturing plants)  
and “The Art of Collaboration and 
Innovation” (a comprehensive narrative 
and pictorial history of the 130-year-old 
Kahn architecture firm). 


